[Sinus node dysfunction after complete correction of tetralogy of Fallot. Report of a case].
Atrioventricular conduction defects after complete correction of tetralogy of Fallot are well known and their prevalence is decreasing with improved operative techniques. On the other hand, sinus node dysfunction has not been described after this type of surgery. The authors report the case of a 24 year old patient operated at the age of 2 for a favourable form of tetralogy of Fallot. In the long-term, this patient had a minimal anatomical sequel (mild pulmonary insufficiency) and first degree AVB with complete right bundle branch block with sinus bradycardia on the surface ECG. A recent aggravation of the patient's functional status led to rhythmological investigation which showed chronotropic atrial incompetence with nodal atrioventricular delay. The patient was implanted with a permanent DDD cardiac pacemaker programmed in the DDDR mode with a good outcome. Atrial chronotropic incompetence is one of the modes of expression of sinus node dysfunction. This has not been previously described in this context. This form of sinus node dysfunction should be systematically excluded after surgical cure of tetralogy of Fallot by exercise stress testing and 24 hour Holter ECG. Symptomatic patients are greatly improved by permanent cardiac pacing with hysteresis.